
 

        October is Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month and La Casa as well as 
other domestic violence service agencies 
throughout the country will be holding events 
to create awareness and encourage 
communities to take action to prevent 
domestic violence. Domestic violence 

awareness month grew out of a single day of 
remembrance in 1981. That day has evolved into a 
national, month long awareness effort throughout the 
country. The intent? To mourn those who have died of 
domestic violence and celebrate those who have survived 
as well as connect domestic violence advocates who are 
working to end domestic violence.  
 La Casa also recognizes the need to reduce domestic 
violence and invites everyone to share the vision of 
building a safe and peaceful community for our families. 
By encouraging awareness and increasing access to 
services available, we will assist these families to get the 
help that they need.  Violence in our communities is often 
behavior spilling over from violence in our homes fueled 
by public tolerance towards violence and abuse. Domestic 
violence transcends all ethnic, racial, and socioeconomic 
boundaries. Violence among family members is frequently 
known but kept as a guarded secret and its perpetrators 
abuse their victims both physically and mentally. These 
effects are far-reaching -- and weaken the very core of our 
community. Domestic violence is particularly devastating 
because it so often occurs in the privacy of the home, 
which is meant to be a place of shelter and security.  
 During the month of October, we should all 

contemplate the scars that 
domestic violence leaves on 
our community and what 
each of us can do to prevent 
it.   
 For domestic violence 
advocates, awareness and 
education are year-round 
activities. But in October, we 
put a special emphasis on 
reaching to those who may 
not be aware of domestic 
violence and its effects and how to access services. 
This 31-day period also gives people additional 
opportunities to get involved at whatever level is 
comfortable for them – be it donating a cell phone, 
wearing a purple ribbon, supporting a fundraiser, 
attending domestic violence awareness events or 
inquiring about our volunteer program. It is a time to 
remind ourselves that domestic violence and its effects 
don’t come to an end on November 1st. So let October 
be the beginning of your commitment to 
become involved in community efforts 
against domestic violence.  You can also 
convey the powerful message that 
there's no place for domestic violence in 
the homes, neighborhoods, workplaces 
or schools by wearing your purple ribbon. 
Stop by La Casa for your ribbon today 
and show your support during October.  
 On behalf of La Casa, we wish to 
thank our community for taking a part in 
October Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month... 
 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month is a time for communities to unite.  To mourn those who have died 
and celebrate those who have survived domestic violence.  We would like to encourage everyone to 
take steps to address these problems and support those who reach out for help, not just during the 
month of October, but all year through.  
 

It takes a community to end domestic violence. 
It takes a community to save lives.  

Make a Statement! Wear a Purple Ribbon! 

A ribbon of safety  
to support domestic  
violence awareness.  
It is your business!  

Because we all deserve to live in a community 
free of domestic violence.  

La Casa, Inc. 
L A  C A S A :   P R O V I D I N G  C O U N S E L I N G  A N D  A  S A F E  
P L A C E  T O  S T A Y  F O R  V I C T I M S  O F  D O M E S T I C  
V I O L E N C E  A N D  T H E I R  C H I L D R E N  S I N C E  1 9 8 1 .  
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 In addition to these very serious 
programs, we continue to have fun.  
Each year our golf tournament draws 
more participants.  Our Christmas 
activities for children continue to   be a 
source of joy for both the recipients 
and the staff of La Casa. 
 Please continue to help us provide 
comprehensive services, including 
shelter, to victims of domestic violence 
in our ever enlarging community.  
 

Adrian Edwards, MD 
President-Board of Directors 
La Casa, Inc. 

    

   Thanks in 

large part to 
the continuing 
support of our 
community, La 
Casa continues 

to make great strides.  Through a 
recent, generous donation, we will be 
able to upgrade and improve our 
physical plant in Anthony, New 
Mexico to provide improved security 
for our staff and to provide additional 
staff and programs to service our 
clients. 

 Our La Casa facility, with 
major support from the City of Las 
Cruces, will also be undergoing 
substantial physical improvement. 
 Our educational focus is being 
broadened by new initiatives in 
the public schools to make all 
members of our community aware 
of the continued presence of 
domestic violence and to make 
them more aware of the services 
available to deal with this issue.  
Programs dealing with the issue 
of domestic violence and its 
solutions will be advertised on 
b i l l b o a r d s  a n d  p u b l i c 
transportation buses.  

Introducing La Casa’s Board President 
Adrian Edwards, MD 

A Letter From Our Executive Director 
Gina Orona-Ruiz 

 Hello! I hope this newsletter 

reaches everyone well!  
       I want to tell you about how 
important the work that we do is and 
how it reaches so many people.  This 
last fiscal year, we reached close to 
1,900 individuals through our 
provision of services and close to 
3,000 children in our schools. We 
prov id ed  domes t ic  v io lence 
education, counseling, advocacy, 
housing, meals, civil legal assistance, 
and domestic violence presentations.   
       All of this was done with your 
he lp .  A  c ruc ia l  component 

donations, funding, as well as build 
bridges for the families we serve.    
 In celebrating the accomplishments 
of survivors of domestic violence, 
acknowledging the road that still needs 
to be traveled in creating change, and 
launching our commitment to public 
awareness  in our community, we invite 
you to join us in attending the 
upcoming events listed in this issue of 
our newsletter.    
 This newsletter is dedicated to our 
partners. Thank you for helping us 
serve our community!  
 
Gina Orona-Ruiz 
Executive Director, La Casa, Inc. 

contributing to our ability to serve 
our community is collaboration. It 
is often hard to realize the 
positive impact your partnerships 
have had in the lives of others. 
 We are proud to continue to 
offer comprehensive services, in 
partnership with our community, 
to families experiencing domestic 
violence. La Casa is able to 
deliver critical and timely services 
by creating and maintaining 
partnerships with our legislators, 
public administrators, community-
based organizations as well as 
community members. These 
partnerships produce volunteers, 

In every community there 

is work to be done. 

 In every nation, there are 

wounds to heal. 

In every heart there is the 

power to do it.   

 A special thank you to Bob 
Nickerson of Jackson Hewitt Tax Service 
for making a generous contribution 
every year at  tax time.  Mr. Nickerson 
challenges other tax preparers to 
donate a percentage of their earnings 
to local charities.  On behalf of the 
individuals we serve, THANK YOU! 

Jackson Hewitt  
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Rivers is a former Miami Dolphin lineman, veteran star of more than two dozen films, including 
Zorro”, “Blood In, Blood Out” and a recent guest on “Oprah”.   Victor Rivers is the  
Spokesperson for the National Network to End Domestic Violence and the author of   A Private 
Family Matter.  

 
He  will be speaking at the candlelight vigil and luncheon about his 
ultimate survival and personal success conveying the importance of 
intervention by others who helped him break the cycle of violence. 
 
There will be a book signing of A Private Family Matter prior to the vigil in    
the gazebo at Young Park. 
               
The candle light vigil  is a free event  and everyone is welcome! 

 
Candlelight Vigil 
Wednesday, October 5th 
Young Park 
Book Signing 4:00 -6:00 pm Gazebo 
Vigil 6:00 -9:00 pm Young Park 
The candlelight vigil is held annually in memory of victims of domestic violence and their survivors. It demonstrates how 
our community works together to raise awareness in order to break the cycle of domestic violence. 
  
White Sands 
The White Sands Family Advocacy Programs, a sponsor of Rivers’ visit, will host him on Thursday morning, October 6th, at 
the Missile Range.    
 

Luncheon 
Thursday, October 6th           
11:30 am         
Best Western Mesilla Valley Inn  
The public is invited to attend a luncheon where Rivers will be the keynote speaker.  Cost of the luncheon is $25 and 
reservations are required.  Call La Casa at 526-2819 for reservations and information.   
 

“Love is not Abuse” was the theme of La Casa’s first 
Poster Contest conducted this fall for mid-school and 
high school age youth. Approximately 75 student 
entries were received in September and winners of the 
contest will be recognized at the La Casa Candlelight 
Vigil.  All poster contest entries will be displayed at the 
Vigil and current plans include developing the winning 
poster into a Las Cruces Billboard display.   
 

La Casa’s “Clothesline Project” will be touring Las 
Cruces locations throughout October.  The clothesline 
project addresses the issue of violence against women 
by giving an outlet for women affected by violence to 
express their emotions through art. These T-shirt art 
projects are displayed on a clothesline. The 
“Clothesline Project” will be on display at the 
Candlelight Vigil.  For other display locations, or if you 
would like the clothesline displayed at your 
organization, please contact Stephanie Chavez at 
(505) 526-2819. 

October Events! 

La Casa Presents Victor Rivers... 

Thank You White Sands Missile Range Family Advocacy Program 
and  Adventure Travel for Making Victor River’s Trip Possible!  
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Hi Everyone! 
 

 As you all know October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, the agency has many events scheduled….we 
are in need of volunteers to help cover these events.  Please consider giving some of your time to raising awareness and 
promoting the services we offer. 

Please give me a call or e-mail me at the following address: khancock@lacasainc.org  505-526-2819 
I would like to thank all of the volunteers who generously give their time and talents to the staff and residents of 

La Casa Inc.  Thanks a lot! 
 

Karen Hancock,  
Volunteer Coordinator 

      

 Sa n d y 

Larcher has been 
a member of the 
La Casa Guild for 
the last 10 years 
and has had the 
rewarding role of 
La Casa’s Guild 

President for two years.  Sandy has 
worked tirelessly as chairman of our 
annual Holiday Bazaar for at least 

seven years and does a wonderful 
job. The annual bazaar is held the 
first weekend of December at 
Dickerson’s Barn to benefit La 
Casa. Sandy is very skilled in 
managing people and is admired 
and respected by all.  Sandy has 
made a great difference in 
contributing her talents and skills 
to La Casa’s fundraising. Not only is 
she dependable, organized, 
unassuming and dedicated, but 
she is a diligent and hard 
worker.  She graduated from Utah 
State University and met her 
h u s b a n d  w h i l e  a t t e n d i n g 
there.  They are the parents of two 

boys and one girl.  They discovered 
Las Cruces while he was serving in 
the Army at White Sands.  Sandy 
recently retired from NMSU as 
bookstore supply supervisor.  She is 
also an active member of the Las 
Cruces Red Hat Society.  Hats off to 
you Sandy! Thank you from La Casa!  

 

    La Casa 

would like to take 
this opportunity to 
“ s p o t l i g h t ” 
another special 
volunteer, Agnes 
“Sam” Branco.  
Sam has been 
working in La 
Casa’s donations 
r o o m  s i n c e 

February 2005.  She graciously 
donates about four days a week for 
two to three hours a day. Sam has 
been working very hard to keep up 
with the donations that the 
community so generously donates 
to La Casa.  She goes through each 
individual bag and box putting 
house wares away and sorting, 
folding and hanging up all of the 
clothes we receive.  
 The donation room at La Casa 
provides clothing, toys and 
household items to our residents 
who many times come to us with 

just the clothes on their backs.   
 La Casa is lucky to have such 
wonderful volunteers who so 
generously give of their time and 
talent.  Thank you Sam! 

Sometimes we seem so lucky, 
or maybe we're just blessed, 

When there seems to be too much to do-
Along comes a volunteer like you! 

You've made our days much brighter, 
Our work a joy to share, 

We know we'll always make it through-
As long as there's volunteers like you! 

Volunteer Spotlights 
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Our Heartfelt Thanks To Our Generous Donors ~ April to August 2005 
 
Joy Gradwohl 
Nick Guerro 
Kim Guzman 
Kelly Harris 
Gus Hauser 
Sharon Heaton 
Bobby Hernandez, Jr. 
Allan Hisey 
Andrew Hisey 
Mary Ellen Hunt 
Ronnie Jaramillo 
Ruth Jiron 
Xavier & Lori  Jurado 
D'Anna Keinan 
Barry Keiss 
Frankie Kerns 
Cheryl Kowalski 
Alan Krueger 
David Lemen 
Chris Lopez 
Mundo Madrid 
Ricky Madrid 
Alfred Marquez 
Jeanette Martin 
Harry McCaffrey 
Doris McNeilly 
Mark Minter 
Elizabeth & John Monagle 
Albert Moncada 
OT Montoya 
Leon Moore 
Bob Nelson 
Danny Nunez 
Dennie & Peggy Odette 
Trey O'Donnell 
Peter Pache 
Donna Parish 
Lou Ann Paz 
Inge Peter 
Jack & Signe Pritchard 
Judy Purpura 
Cynthia Risner Schiller 
Laura Robledo 
Robert & Jean Ross 
Toby Rue 
Robin Runyon 
Manny Sanchez 
Rudy Sanchez 
Marcela Serrano 
Patricia Shemenske 
Pam Skar 
Marie Southworth 
Gloria Tibbetts 
Ruben Tovar 
Genevieve Trujillo 
Rose Valenzuela 
Jim Vanbebber 
John Vasquez 
Francesca Viglione 
Dick Waugh 
Tom West 
WSMR Family Advocacy  
Walter Whitford 
Woody Widenhofer 
Todd Wilcox 
Michael Yoke 

CORPORATE  DONORS 
 

ABQ Builders LLC 
Access Bank 
Adventure Travel 
Aldershot 
Allen Theatres 
All's Furniture 
Allstate Giving Campaign 
Apria Healthcare 
Arrieta Law Office 
Ashley Furniture Home Store 
Austin's Jewelry 
Barbed Wire Publishing 
Barnett Harley Davidson 
Bath & Body Works 
Bear Mountain Crafts 
Blue Teal Vineyards 
Bountiful Bakery 
Burger Nook 
Business Products Center, Inc 
Business Solutions Inc. 
Caliches 
Catholic Diocese of Las Cruces 
Foundation Inc. 
Chilitos Restaurant 
City of Las Cruces-Public Services/
Library 
COAS: My Bookstore 
Coldwell Banker de Wetter Hovius 
Comcast Cable 
Coyote Del Malpais 
Curves 
CVRC-VAWA 
CYFD 
De's Lock & Safe 
Diemer Building and Remodeling 
Dos Lagos Golf Course 
Double Eagle/Peppers 
Downtown Deli & Café 
Duncan Noble Studio Salon & Spa 
El Paso Electric Company 
Embroidery Plus 
Farm Bureau 
First Baptist Church 
First New Mexico Bank 
Fountain Theater 
Fraternal Order of Eagles 
Frontier Airlines 
Glenn Cutter Jewelery 
Grace Requires Understanding 
High Desert Brewing Co. 
Hilton of Las Cruces 
Holy Cross Church 
Honeywell 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Cathedral 
International Delights Café 
Isleta Eagle 
It's Burger Time, Inc. 
J. Eric Chocolatier 
Jackson Hewitt Tax Service 
Java Junkie 
Jones & CO Jewelers 
Kappa Kappa Iota 
Keva Juice 
Kiwanis Club of Las Cruces 
Kreagle & Co. 

La Posta de Mesilla 
Lanelle's Fox Florist 
Las Cruces Board of Realtors 
Las Cruces Country Club 
Las Cruces Orthopedic Associates 
Las Cruces Toyota 
Lightning Car Wash 
Links of Sierra Blanca 
Marine Corps Reserve 
Martin Tires 
McGinley Construction 
Merry Maids 
Mesilla Pastry Café/The Shed 
Mesilla Valley Kitchen 
Mesilla Valley Transportation 
Moose Lodge of LC, No. 2081 
New Mexico Corrections Department 
NMCADV 
NMSU Employee Fund 
NMSU Women's Studies 
NMSU Athletic Dept. 
NMSU Golf Course 
NMSU Horticultural Forum 
Olympian University of Cosmetology 
Paa-ko Ridge Golf Club 
Pepsi Cola of Las Cruces 
Perry Construction 
Peter Piper Pizza 
Picacho Hills Country Club 
Picture Frame Factory Outlet 
Price's Country Charm 
Quiznos Sub 
REA Magnet Wire Company 
Red Mountain Café 
Renee's Bridal 
Revocable Living Trust 
Rio Grande Embroidery 
Rio Mimbres Country Club 
Ross Dress for Less 
Saenz and Torres 
San Saba Pecans 
Sandoval Dodge 
Santa Fe Grill 
Schwalm, Martos & Co. 
Scoggin-Blue & Associates 
Sherry's & Co Hair, Skin & Nail Studio 
Silver Assets 
Social Security Office 
Sonoma Ranch Golf Course 
Southwest Distributing Co. 
Spirit Winds 
St. Paul's United Methodist Church 
Stahmann Farms Country Store 
State Farm Insurance 
State National Bank 
Steinborn Inc., Realtors 
Studio D Architects 
Sun Country Combined Federal 
Campaign Employee Fund 
T or C Golf Course 
Talbot Agency, Inc. 
Target 
Taylor Precision Products 
Tegmeyer's Salad Works, Inc. 
The Bean 
The Chocolate Giraffe 
The Emerald Isle 

The Truck Farm 
Tiffany's Pizza & Deli Coffee Shop 
Tuesday Morning 
United Way of Central New Mexico 
United Way of Southwest New 
Mexico 
Village Inn 
Vita-Man 
Walgreen's 
Wells Fargo 
White Sands Golf Course 
Wild & Beautiful 
Williams Design Group, Inc. 
Women's Medical Associates 

 
INDIVIDUAL DONORS 

 
Corrine Acosta 
J. Brad Aday 
Patrick Allen 
Elena Amaral 
Steve Aragon 
Emma Armendariz 
Ray Baca 
Manuel Bazar 
David & Vivian Bennallack 
Lynne Blackman 
Dennis Bourque 
William (Ed) Boykin 
Samuel & Joanna Bradley 
Jeff Brilliant 
Deborah Brown 
Michael Burton 
Rosalinda Carreon-Altimirano 
Len & Betty Carter 
Remijia Cedillo 
Eric Chavez 
Sergio Chavez 
Carl Christenson 
Jerry Clark 
Sunny Conley 
Kevin Conroy 
Kathleen Cordova 
Britt Cowell 
Yvette Crofford 
Kelly Cronk 
Nancy Cross 
Jean Davis 
Stew Davis 
Kellie Dinsmore 
Sarah Dumke 
Adrian Edwards 
Jackie Edwards 
Linda Emerson 
Henrietta Enriquez 
Fred Eyherabide 
Cheri Ferralez 
Irene Fierro 
Judy Folkman 
Luriene Ford 
Robert Francis 
Mary Beth Fuller 
Neil Fuller 
Randy Gomez 
Rebecca Gomolka 
Rich Gonzales 
Marjorie Goode 

Th
an

k y
ou

 a
ll f

or
 th

e 
m

an
y d

on
at

ion
s t

ha
t c

on
tin

ue
 to

 co
m

e 
th

ro
ug

h 
ou

r d
oo

r t
o 

he
lp 

vic
tim

s o
f d

om
es

tic
 vi

ole
nc

e 
an

d 
th

eir
 ch

ild
re

n.
 

If we have omitted anyone from this list, we apologize.  



La Casa, Inc. 
Domestic Violence Programs for the Entire Family 
 
P.O. Box 2463 
Las Cruces, NM 88004 


